
Personal   Statement   Essay  
  
Write			a			one-page			paper			telling			this			university			what			we			should			know			about			you			that		
we			cannot			read			in			your			transcript,			resume			or			other			application			materials	.		
		

The   �irst   word   of   this   question   scares   me   to   death.   "Write."   Writing   comes   easy    to		

some   people,   but   it   has   always   been    very				dif�icult   for   me.   Why   is   writing   so   hard   for   me?  

I   have   dyslexia.   This   is   a   language   processing   disorder.   The   common   perception   of   dyslexia  

is   writing   numbers   and   letter   backwards.   I   do   not   do   that,   but   rather   struggle   with  

phonics,   spelling   and   writing   because   my   brain   processes   language   information   differently  

than   other   people.  

My   brain   works   so   much   faster   than   my   �ingers.   When   I   need   to   put   my   thoughts   on  

paper,   either   by   handwriting   or   typing,   I   get   hung   up   on   spelling   and   writing   mechanics   and  

lose   my   train   of   thought.   You   might   be   wondering   how   I   even   got   this   on   paper.   One   way   I  

cope   with   this   problem   is   to   dictate   to   someone.   This   way   I   can   express   my   ideas   more  

�luently   than   when   I   type .    For   example,   in   the   previous   sentence,   I   used   the   word   "�luently,"  

which   is   part   of   my   daily   vocabulary.    If   I   were   writing,   I   would   not   have   used     this   word  

because   I   cannot   spell   it   and   instead   would   have   used   a   less   complex   adverb.  

Although   I   have   dyslexia,   I   do   not   let   it   get   in   my   way.   I   have   come   up   with   various  

coping   strategies.   Many   of   these   coping   strategies   I   have   been   using   throughout   my   life   and  

just   do   them   instinctively .    I   use   pneumonic   sound   devices,   sayings   and   songs,   dances   and  

rhymes,   in   order   to   remember   different   words   and   different   language   rules.    Everyday   I   use  

elementary   school   sayings,   "I   before   E   except   after   C."   Throughout   my   educational   career,·  

I’ve   been   tutored   intensively   on   phonics .    One   of   my   main    weaknesses   is   breaking   down  

and   sounding   out   multi-syllabic   words.   Without   my   phonics   training,   reading   and   writing  

would   be   even   harder   for   me.  

In   addition   to   these   strategies,   I   use   a   variety   of   coping   mechanisms   to   better  

express   myself.   Besides   the   dictating,   I   use   a   computer   with   spell   check.   I   have   had  

teachers   and   tutors   to   assist   me.   I   have   learned   not   to   take   my   dyslexia   too   seriously   and  

have   a   good   sense   of   humor,   because   coping   with   dyslexia   can   be   stressful   and   frustrating  



and   I   think   it   is   better   to   confront   it   with   a   smile   on   my   face.   I   have   learned   to   persevere  

and   never   give   up.   I   have   always   had   to   work   harder   and   smarter   than   everyone   else  

around   me   in   order   to   achieve   my   fullest   potential.  

I   learn   by   listening.   Taking   notes   in   class   is   a   struggle   for   me   while   I   am   listening   to  

a   lecture   because   I   need   to   keep   completely   focused   on   the   spoken   word.   When   I   am  

simultaneously   listening   and   while   trying   to   write   and   spell,   I   get   too   focused   on   the  

writing.   Then   I   do   not   hear   what   the   lecturer   is   saying   and   I   am   always   playing   catch   up.  

This   is   similar   to   when   I   am   typing   and   trying   to   compose   a   paper.   Doing   two   things   at   one  

time   which   involve   the   writing   process   is   dif�icult.   I   wish   I   could   just   record   myself   and  

send   a   tape   instead   of   this   paper.  

I  know  I  am  going  to  have  to  do  a  lot  of  reading  and  writing  in  college.  I  do  however                     

want  to  go  to  college  because  I  believe  that  college  will  equip  me  with  the  skills  necessary                  

to   be   successful   in   my   life.  

I   do   not   think   of   dyslexia   as   a   disability.   For   me,   it   is   a   "diff-ability".   I   just   have  

different   abilities   than   other   people.   I   learn   and   think   and   just   do   things   in   a   different  

way,   but   it   is   normal   for   me.    It   is   so   normal   for   me   that   most   of   the   time   I   do   not   even  

recognize   it.    It    is    just   something   I   deal   with   and   will   always   have   to   deal   with.  

However,   I   refuse   to   let   it   get   me   down   or   get   in   the   way   of   my   future.  
 


