
East Central Ohio Parent Mentors 

 
Date: September 11, 2019 at 10:00 am  

Parent Mentors in Attendance: Rachel Barnhart, Tonya Buchanan, Angie Forte, Tammy Jacobs. 

Others Present: Laryssa Beatty, OCECD and Kayley Andrews, SST 12. 

This was our first region meeting for the 2019-2020 school year.  The meeting was held at the 
Cracker Barrel in Cambridge, Ohio.  All parent mentor attendees provided an update which 
follows. 

 

Parent Mentor Updates: 

Rachel Barnhart: I have been busy working with individual families.  I am continuing to serve on 
the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children – right now we as a group are working on the 
Operating Standards revisions.  On September 23, I am speaking to OT-A students at Zane State 
University about being the parent of a child with autism.  On November 12, I will be the 
presenter for OCECD’s Basic Tips Tuesdays webinar and will be discussing working with families. 

Council Updates: I am Council Chair again this year, and Angie will be our other region 
representative.  Our first Council meeting will be face to face on October 1 in conjunction with 
New Parent Mentor Orientation.  I participated in a planning meeting with ODE & OCECD this 
week and we are really excited!  Council will met in a separate room in the morning and then 
join Orientation and have a panel discussion where new Parent Mentors can ask 
questions.  Both the Skills & Knowledge and Care & Support Committees are really in need of 
additional members, if anyone is interested in signing up.  
 
Tonya Buchanan: I received a mini grant through the Guernsey County Board of DD.  With 
those funds, I purchased accordion files for family trainings.  My first training is set for October 
7, 2019 with both AM and PM sessions.  The topic is IEP’s and this training is being offered to 
families in all Guernsey County School Districts.  I already have people registered.  I am getting a 
lot more calls from parents.  This year I am really focusing on trainings in Guernsey County.  I 
shared a copy of “A Parent’s Guide to Special Education” booklet that I compiled with the other 
meeting attendees. 
 
Angie Forte: I do not have too much going on with new items.  I have a couple students that I 
am working on enrollment and placement paperwork with.  Truancy is still the bulk of my work.  
I am still working with an individual student on better attendance.  This student is large in size 
and has been diagnosed with autism.  He is mostly nonverbal, but can be educated.  I am 
working individually with him on sight words, cue cards, and matching.   



 
 

Tammy Jacobs: This year I will continue to work on my outreach through school newsletters, 
school Facebook pages, and school websites.  On October 10, 2019, United Way is hosting a 
Health Information fair and is requesting vendors.  I am registered to set up a table to provide 
my parent mentor information.  I attended a couple IEP meetings to start this year.  I recently 
participated in a webinar through The Attachment and Trauma Network, Inc.  The webinar was 
“Advocating For Trauma-Informed Strategies For Our Children @ School.”  The webinar was 
very informative.  Others can sign up for updates, webinars, and membership at 
https://www.attachmenttraumanetwork.org/.   

 

Guest Updates: 

Laryssa Beatty: I provided the parent mentors with their OCECD issued laptops.  The Parent 
Mentor Orientation is October 1, 2019.  If the parent mentors are attending, I suggest inviting 
your district representatives.  November 7, 2019 at Starke State College in Canton, Ohio, I am 
hosting a Jo Mascorro training on behaviors.  Registration is at 8:30am and the training is from 
9:00am until 3:15pm.  Registration should be available on the Parent Mentor Website.  On 
September 12, 2019, I am attending a meeting with our State Support Teams and SPED 
Directors.  All parent mentors are being offered free registration and a 2 night hotel stay for 
OCALICON 2019, through OCECD.  I am not sure if we will be doing dyad calls this year.  Lee Ann 
Derugen retired from OCECD and Lisa Hickman is now the Executive Director. 

Kayley Andrews: I received a few phone calls from parents in areas with no parent mentors, 
but have not received very many parent calls.  OSU received some funds and started a 
statewide family engagement center and are offering a website with resources for schools and 
families.  The SST is working with the National Network of Partnership Schools and are being 
trained by Joyce Epstein with the goal of promoting family engagement.  I am looking for school 
districts interested in participating.  I am supposed to have 3 districts over the next 3 years in 
my region. 

The group decided to cancel the March 11, 2020 region meeting and meet during the lunch 
hour on March 12, 2020, while at the Parent Mentor Spring Conference. 


