
Northwest Regional Parent Mentor Meeting 
October 6th, 2020 

Zoom Meeting 
 
Parent Mentors in Attendance: 
Wendy Smenner-Educational Service Center of Lake Erie West  
Jennifer Slechter-Allen County ESC  
Paula Frey-North Central ESC  
Sandy Hallett-North Central ESC  
Cathy Ruiz-Western Buckeye ESC  
Claire McCumber-Hancock ESC  
Karen Herold-Findlay City Schools 
 
Parent Mentors Absent: 
Niki Herold-Northwest Ohio ESC 
Beth Guggenbiller-Mercer County ESC 
Jenny Myers-Wood County ESC 
Sandy Mass-Putnam County ESC  
 
Guest Present:  
Sandy Brickner OCECD  
Kelly Buerger-OCECD  
 
Paula Frey opened the meeting at 9:30 am.  A motion was made by Cathy Ruiz to accept the 
minutes from the August meeting.  Sandy Hallett seconded.  
 
Agency Reports: 
Parent Mentor Council updates: Wendy Smenner reported a meeting was held on September 
28, 2020.  Each region shared updates.  There are several new parent mentors this year.  The 
Northeast Region decided to meet once a week on zoom to stay updated with one another 
through Covid.  Jacqueline Howley from the Skills and Knowledge committee reported there 
would be mini videos for new Parent Mentors to view on the Parent Mentor website.  On 
October 22nd a webinar, “Building a Positive Relationship with Your School” will be available for 
both Parent Mentors and parents to share.  Stacey Hartwig from the Care and Support 
committee reported they have 12 members and are always looking for more people to join the 
committee.  This committee is used to connect new Parent Mentors with veteran mentors in 
their region for support and to “learn the ropes”.  The committee has added an exit survey to the 
Parent Mentor website.  Sandy Brickner and Valerie Dombroskas gave a run down of how the 
Orientation was going to run.  Lyndsay Havey mentioned that this is the 30th year for Parent 
Mentors in Ohio.  Parent Mentors will be able to attend OCALICON, the details are still being 
worked out.  Some of the OCALICON sessions will be available on-demand after the event. 
There are less than 5 Parent Mentor grants that have yet to be approved.  There is a new 
“Alternate Assessment Decision Making Flowchart” that is more descriptive and has facts and 



questions within  the chart.  The surrogate parent training is being updated.  PM’s can be a 
surrogate just not within their own region.  There is a new project from ODE regarding Parent 
Communication.  The ODE is working on making the website more accessible and are also 
developing a newsletter to be able to share more information.  Parent Mentors can add 
information to the newsletter, if they send it to Lyndsay.  Rachel Barnhart will be stepping down 
as Chair of the Council at the end of this year.  Jacqueline Howley will be replacing Rachel and 
the search for a co-chair will begin.  Ashley Thoreen reported she is updating the website.   If 
you have any videos or pictures to add to the website, you can send them her way.  She also 
said you can share any of the videos that are not on the private portion of the website with 
parents.  Alycia Champion, Southwest Region, is making a webinar on Understanding the Bell 
Curve for parents.  She will be adding it to the Parent Mentor website for everyone to share 
when she is finished.  The next meeting for the Parent Mentor Council hasn’t been determined. 
 
OCECD Board:  Cathy Ruiz reported the last meeting of the governing board was a combination 
of executive committee and governing board.  It was held on September 23, 2020 via zoom. 
With Dr. Lisa Hickman at the helm now, the governing board is looking at the core functions of 
the coalition;  the mission, vision, strategic planning and policy and procedures.  The board 
wants to stay up with the times.  Membership dues have been received by 6 Parent Mentors. 
Cathy has already sent the dues in to the Coalition.   Cathy will resend her mailing address for 
anyone who has not sent dues in already.  The next board meeting is in November and will be 
virtual.  The virtual meetings seem to work well, more people are able to attend due to no travel 
time.  Cathy had presented a webinar on Human Trafficking to the Coalition on September 11th, 
2020.  There were 97 attendees.  Cathy received an invitation to do the training at the Portage 
County Board of DD to staff. Valeria Dombroskas was contacted by Columbus CitySchools who 
also requested the link for the webinar to share with 5 of their schools.  Cathy was encouraged 
by the number of attendees and the other opportunities to present such an important topic. 
 
OCECD Report:  Sandy Brickner reported that the new Parent Mentor Orientation was held this 
past Friday.  There were concerns about offering the orientation virtually, but the feedback has 
been good.  Over 50 Parent Mentors participated.  13of the attendees were new Parent 
Mentors, the rest were on council or just wanted to participate in the event. There were more 
district representatives, SST and other agency representatives this year.  The Parent Mentor 
panel did a great job of responding to questions PM’s often ask.  Ashley Thoreen volunteered to 
do the chat box.  Every time a PM had a resource to share, Ashley had it in the chat box.  There 
were 4 break out sessions for new Parent Mentors.   The new mentors were placed in break-out 
groups with people in their region.  There were break-outs based on agencies as well, which 
included a parent mentor to offer their perspective.  Wendy was one of the breakout facilitators. 
The last event was using the Mentimeter.  It was an activity where you input answers to the 
questions.:   a word that describes your experience today, and a word that describes what 
you’ve learned today.   A few of the words were “Calm is Capable” and  “Having grace with 
ourselves” .  Jenny Myers has volunteered to look into making t-shirts with some of the words. 
Look for more information to come.  Clare McCumber added she learned a lot.  She enjoyed the 
break out sessions.  She had 7-8 pages of notes!   OCALICON is coming up November 11-13th. 



Sandy sent out an email with the registration information and deadline.  The deadline to register 
is Thursday October 15th.     If you register by the deadline, you’ll have access to links for some 
of the sessions until December 31st.  The parent lottery will be held again this year for 
OCALICON.  One of the winners last year came up to Sandy and Valerie at OCALICON and 
thanked them for offering the lottery.   A reminder about the Parent Mentor website that is 
available; if anyone needs the password, contact Sandy.  If you have any documents or pictures 
to add or share, contact Ashley Thoreen.  Each region has a page with a photo and name of 
each Parent Mentor.  If you haven’t sent a picture you can send it to Ashely.  If you have any 
suggestions for the 30th year, please contact Sandy. 
 
Kelly Buerger has sent up a  session schedule with the Autism school in Bucyrus.  Last month’s 
presentation was “Who We Are”.  This month the session on the 20th is  “Reducing Barriers”. 
Kelly will be sharing the information via email.  Kelly had 11 counties as OCECD information 
specialists and has now picked up Seneca, Crawford and Wyandotte.  
 
Skills and Knowledge Committee: Karen and Jenn reported that Ashley is doing a great job with 
the website.   The parent communication webinar will be offered twice so parents can access at 
a time that is convenient for them.  Tisha Eisenhuth sent out a tutorial on using  Animaker, 
which is free.  Jenn will send out the email again.    Skills and Knowledge had talked about 
having Ashley doing a tutorial on how to use videos, etc to share information with families. 
 
Old Business:  Reminder to all to send in membership dues to Cathy.  Also a reminder to 
register for the Home Depot gift card.  
 
New Business:  Reminder that regional meetings are scheduled for 5 times a year.  The 
guideline requirement is to attend at least 3 meetings.  The December meeting will be held 
again through Zoom, on the 1st at 10:00 AM.  Wendy will research some fun games to play for 
our December meeting. Jenny Myers had planned on presenting about Family Engagement this 
month but was unable to attend.   Paula will contact Jenny to see if she can present at the 
December meeting.  
  
Sharing time:  Wendy reported that most of her 5 districts started this week.  The students 
attend Monday, Tuesday, off Wednesday and in person again on Thursday and Friday.  Most 
families are extremely happy to be back in the classroom and in a somewhat normal routine. 
Most of Wendy’s team meetings are focusing on recovery services.  Parents are overly 
concerned about all the lost skills.  Wendy also said the Dee Marks holds a “fair” each year. 
Although Dee isn’t able to do it this year, she is creating a brochure with all agencies that would 
have participated.  The brochure will also contain links to the agencies with information about 
each agency.  Cathy Ruiz shared that she was contacted by the tri county ADAMHs board. 
They are working on district staff appreciation bags.  Cathy is helping coordinate this service for 
Paulding County staff.  Teachers, cafeteria staff, custodians, etc. will receive these bags.  The 
baggies will include coupons from local restaurants, PPE’s, notepads and more, in an attempt to 
show district staff how much they are appreciated.  Cathy said this will include 470 staff 



members, between 3 districts.    Jenn Schlechter has had a few families say that the online 
platform does not work for their child.  The online option that is offered for everyone is not 
working.   Jenn said some school districts are more flexible than others.  Sandy Brickner 
suggested families continue to track progress and keep good notes so they can measure 
whether or not their child is making progress, receiving FAPE, and proving the need for 
recovery services/ESC or compensatory education.  
  
 
The next Northwest Regional  meeting will be through zoom  and is scheduled for December 
1st, 2020. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:44 am. Karen Herold made the motion and Cathy Ruiz 
seconded it. 


