
East Central Ohio Parent Mentors

Date:  January 13, 2020 at 10:00 am.

Parent Mentors in Attendance: Rachel Barnhart, Tonya Buchanan, Tammy Jacobs.

Others Present: Laryssa Beatty, OCECD.

This was our third region meeting for the 2020-2021 school year.  The meeting was held via 
zoom, due to the Covid-19 restrictions.  All parent mentor attendees provided an update which 
follows.

Parent Mentor Updates:

Rachel Barnhart: It has been relatively calm.  It seems the districts that have been back and 
forth between remote learning and face to face instruction, have had the most issues.  
Otherwise, things seem to be going pretty well.  Tammy and I attended the Parent Mentor 
Council meeting on 1-12-21.  There was not a lot of new information.  The mini grants were 
discussed.  They are planning to have them reviewed by 1-18-21.  Sixty-six applications were 
received and they informed that they intend to approve them all.  I requested I-Pads and the 
Lamp App in my mini grant application.  I will keep one I-Pad for myself and then use the others 
within the other districts for students for short term loan.  ODE requested that the parent 
mentors give feedback about the surrogate parent training and that meeting is today, 1-13-21, 
at 1pm.  Several parent mentors responded that they will be attending the meeting.  

Tonya Buchanan: I applied for the Parent Mentor mini grant to purchase resources for the 
parent mentor lending library to be utilized by the autism team, districts and families in 
supporting students with autism and related disabilities (have not received approval/denial 
yet). Many of the resources were recommended through the Educational Identification of 
Students with ASD training series through OCALI which I have attended with the autism team. 
The sessions began in November and will continue through March. The team will be available to 
provide support, training, and educational evaluations for districts. Our ESC recently formed a 
Community and Family Support Team consisting of the Homeless Liaison, Family Engagement 
Liaison, and myself in order to collaborate resources, outreach and projects for the districts we 
serve. I have continued participation in the Prevention Education Practitioner's Council and will 
be assisting our ESC with providing prevention education training to school district staff. I have 
been distributing the "Parent's Guide to Special Education" booklet I developed to districts to 
offer to families during meetings (ETR planning, IEP) along with my brochure for outreach. I 
have also provided the Guernsey County Board SSAs and Early Intervention Specialists 
organizational binders with a guide, list of important paperwork to keep organized, and a letter 
from me to be given to families they serve (especially those transitioning to preschool). All of 



my districts have continued to have ETR/IEP meetings by zoom and students have in school or 
hybrid models. I also continue to have a small ongoing caseload of families.  

Angie Forte: Absent due to court mediation.

Tammy Jacobs: As Rachel mentioned, she and I attended the Parent Mentor Council meeting 
yesterday, 1-12-21.  I submitted the mini grant application also.  I requested funds to have 
resource binders printed professionally, along with brochures and business cards.  I make up 
resource packets to give out to all families that I meet at the early intervention transition 
meetings.  My district representative thought this would be a good opportunity for me to stock 
up on those packets, while having them done professionally.  I am still in my office a lot more 
now.  All of my meetings are done through zoom or phone conference.  I started a couple years 
ago attending the ETR and IEP meetings held after the EI transition meetings, for those students 
at Coshocton City Schools.  This year, I have also started attending those ETR and IEP meetings 
for the students at River Local School District.  Again, this has helped me to maintain better 
communication with those EI families and I feel it is important because this is the beginning of 
the special education process for most of those families.  I am attending the surrogate parent 
training meeting this afternoon at 1pm.  I am anxious to participate in this meeting because I 
have had a lot more families this year where surrogates were involved.  

Guest Updates:

Laryssa Beatty: There has not been any word on the Parent Mentor grant with OCECD.  We are 
holding a Steven Gill training with the focus on English Language Learning.  This is a three part 
series.  This session is already full, but I have a couple SST Regions that are also considering 
hosting this training.  The SST Regions would like to collaborate with OCECD to provide the 
additional Steven Gill training.  However, nothing has been scheduled at this time.  On January 
20, 2021, from 9:30am-12:00pm, Perry Zirkel is presenting on Covid 19 Legal Issues.  My 
calendar is fairly full for the month of January and I am excited about that.  I really miss being 
able to attend meetings in person.  I am doing an IEP training on January 21, 2021, via zoom.  
This is in collaboration with SST Region 9 and Starke County ESC and I will be presenting this 
three times.  During February, March, and April, I will host a Lunch and Learn Series and the 
topics will be ETR Planning, Discipline, and Post-Secondary Transition.  

Next Meeting Date: Our next meeting will be held via zoom on March 10, 2021, during lunch 
time at the Parent Mentor Spring Conference.


