
East Central Ohio Parent Mentors 

 
Date: May 13, 2020 at 10:00 am. 

Parent Mentors in Attendance: Rachel Barnhart, Tonya Buchanan, Angie Forte, Tammy Jacobs. 

Others Present: Laryssa Beatty, OCECD and Kayley Andrews, SST 12. 

This was our final region meeting for the 2019-2020 school year.  The meeting was held via 
zoom, due to the Covid-19 restrictions.  All parent mentor attendees provided an update which 
follows. 

Parent Mentor Updates: 

Rachel Barnhart: I have been working from home since the school closure order.  I am not as 
busy as normal.  I have had a lot of parental concerns for the fall.  I have one pretty involved 
case in which the parents are divorcing and the child was placed in residential treatment.  I 
have also been working on recruiting more surrogate parents for my counties. 

Parent Mentor Council updates: Rachel informed that there is not a whole lot of new 
information from council.  OCALICON was discussed as if it will still be held.  Both the Care & 
Support and Skills & Knowledge Committees will work together to set up and manage the 
parent mentor booth at OCALICON.  OCECD will move forward with the parent mentor site 
visits, once visits are permitted.  They will do 6-7 visits a year.  The visits will serve as a support 
to parent mentors and the school districts.  They will probably start with new parent mentor 
programs.   

Tonya Buchanan: I have been working from home since the school closures.  On my last day 
March 13, 2020, I gathered as much as I could from my office.  I started right off with a school 
routine with my boys.  Initially I was contacting a lot of families to share resources.  I have had 
some ETR and IEP meetings via zoom.  I have also had some districts to cancel the ETR and IEP 
meetings.  I am worried about those ETR and IEP meetings that were cancelled.  I really do not 
have a lot of parents contacting me, it is mainly me reaching out to parents.  I have continued 
with Creative Options and other community meetings through zoom.  I have completed a lot of 
free webinars.  I am now putting that information together for further parent trainings.  I 
finished the parent trainings in March for the Board of DD, but the board wants the trainings 
continued for next year.  This year the National Autism Recovery Summit is May 25-31, 2020 
and is offered for free.  I am sharing that information with families, as well.      

 
 
 
 



Angie Forte: I am working at the school today.  Administration staff has to work at school 3 
days a week and then work from home the 2 remaining days.  I am doing phone and zoom 
meetings with special education directors and intervention specialists.  I am trying to get all the 
IEP’s updated and signed.  I am trying to make sure all paperwork and forms are completed.  I 
am making a lot of truancy calls, as well.  There are a lot of students that have not picked up 
packets or signed in online for work.   
 
Tammy Jacobs: I am working from home and have been since the school closure order.  It took 
some time to establish a new routine for Ean and I at home.  I was able to go to my office one 
final day and pick up some files and forward my office phone to my personal phone.  I really 
have not received a lot of calls from parents.  However, I have reached out to parents to touch 
base and offer support.  I am attending ETR, IEP, and pre-k transition meetings via zoom and 
phone conference.  I am continuing my FCFC committee meetings via zoom, as well.  I also 
participated in the stakeholder meeting for the Perkins Educational Grant for the Coshocton 
County Career Center.  I am completing free webinars weekly.  I obtained permission to work 
from my office on May 22 and May 26, 2020 to wrap things up for the year. 

 

Guest Updates: 

Laryssa Beatty: I am getting few parent calls.  I have some meetings that are still taking place 
and some meetings that are being cancelled.  I am attending several meetings via zoom, just 
not as many as normal.  The May 21, 2020 Mental Health webinar has been cancelled by the 
presenter.  They are trying to reschedule the mental health webinar for next year.  The DODD 
family advisory council meetings could be beneficial for the parent mentors to attend. 

Kayley Andrews: I have been working from home since March 13, 2020.  I have been trying to 
support districts and put resources on the SST website.  A couple weeks ago, I started my 
trainings again, via online.  It has been interesting teaching the teachers through zoom.  I have 
also been able to sit in on a couple special education director meetings from Tuscarawas 
County, via zoom.   

The group scheduled the East Central Ohio Parent Mentor Region Meetings for the 2020/2021 
school years as follows: 

September 9, 2020 at 10:00 am 

November 18, 2020 at 10:00 am 

January 13, 2021 at 10:00 am 

March 2021 meeting to be held during lunch at the Parent Mentor Spring Conference 

May 12, 2021 at 10:00 am 

The meetings are tentatively scheduled at the Cracker Barrel in Cambridge, Ohio. 


