
Southwest   Regional   Meeting   

Agenda   &   Minutes   

Thursday,   January   28,2021   

10:00   AM   -   11:00   AM   

Location:   Zoom   Call   

  

  

Agenda   

  

● Welcome   

● PM   Council   updates   from   Ash   and   Alycia   

● Skills   and   Knowledge   Update   

● Icebreaker   -   what   kind   of   person   were   you   in   high   school?   

● Training:   Preschool   training   from   Julie   Dunford   

  

Attendees   

  

Becky   Kremer,   Ashley   Thoreen,   Dawn   Millhouse,   Amy   Combs,   Julie   Dunford,   Terri   Doerr,   Alycia   

Champion,   Regina   Hodnett,   Julia   Timberlake,   Janet   Maine,   Sally   Hayes,   Ann   Maguire,   Dawn   

Hamilton,   Susan   Sweeney,   Todd   Green,   Sharon   Honnert   (came   in   later   to   the   meeting)   

  

Absent 

  

Vicki   Coleman,   Megan   Horstmeier,    

Minutes   

    

● Welcome   and   Ice   Breaker   from   Becky   Kremer   

● Council   Updates:   Rachel’s   term   as   Chair   has   ended,   Jacqueline   has   stepped   up   to   Chair   

and   we   are   looking   for   a   co-chair.   Alycia   did   not   attend,   she   was   ill.   Looking   for   a   new   

co-chair.   Updates   from   Lyndsay   Havey   about   grant   applications   -   give   them   patience   they   

are   working   through   all   of   them.   Parent   Mentor   Spring   Conference   March   10th   save   the   



date.   Unsure   on   times   yet,   will   include   a   break   for   lunch   and   mock   IEP.     

● Skills   and   Knowledge   Update:   Last   week   (21st)   we   hosted:   Special   Education   Eligibility   

and   The   Initial   Evaluation.   We   had   great   feedback   (surveys)   from   the   webinar   and   we   will   

continue   to   host   these.   Please   find   the   recording   and   all   resources    here.     Jacqueline   is   

taking   the   role   of   Council   Chair   so   Ashley   is   stepping   up   to   be   co-chair   of   the   Skills   and   

Knowledge   Committee.     

● Training:   Special   Education   Preschool   -   Julie   Dunford,   Oak   Hills   Local   School.     

○ Preschool   is   for   kiddos   3-5   years   old.     

○ Early   Intervention   services   birth   to   age   3.   Kiddo’s   who   qualify   for   EI   must   have   

transition   planning   meetings   with   their   public   school   district   at   least   90   days   

proper   to   the   child’s   3rd   birthday.     

○ The   public   school   district   must   complete   all   the   evals   and   paperwork.     

○ She   works   with   Help   Me   Grow   to   identify   those   kiddos   and   help   them   through   the   

process   of   registering   them   for   EI   preschool   services.   Help   me   Grow   no   longer   

helps   getting   the   birth   certificate.   Julie   helps   with   all   the   paperwork   processes   

with   families,   medical   info,   birth   certificate,   and   completing   registration   

paperwork.     

○ Suggests   that   if   this   is   an   opportunity   in   your   district   to   work   with   Help   Me   Grow   

it’s   beneficial   to   connect   with   those   families   early   on.   If   they   are   outside   of   Help   

Me   Grow,   their   paperwork   goes   directly   to   the   secretary   and   Julie   doesn’t   collect   

that,   but   she’s   involved   in   the   assessment   process   with   families.     

○ In   Preschool   you   can   have   any   of   the   13   categories,   but   additionally   you   could   

have   developmental   delay.   But   when   they   transition   to   school   age   they   cannot   

carry   that   category   with   them,   they   will   need   re-evaluated   for   1   of   13   school   age   

categories.   

○ Provides   a   folder   with   intro   sheet   and   resources   at   screenings.   

○ Tips:   parents   have   a   hard   time   hearing   the   labels   of   categories,   often   avoidance   

from   families.   Talking   people   into   understanding   that   the   eligibility   process   isn’t   a   

label   and   shouldn’t   be   a   deterrent.    Often   parents   find   it   hard   to   establish   

transportation   for   services   that   aren’t   all   day   and   their   little   one   is   still   in   a   car   

seat.     

○ Establish   communication   techniques   and   means   so   that   families   don’t   feel   like   

they   are   lost   or   how   they   will   receive   information.   It’s   vital   to   build   trust   for   

families   and   maximize   their   experience.     

○ Great   idea   to   connect   with   families   when   they   start   the   special   education   process   

and   build   that   trust.     

● Viewed   Movie   Trailer:    Intelligent   Lives   

  

https://www.ohioparentmentor.com/etrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7qEJFpMWNk


Upcoming   Dates:   

Feb.   5th   -   Movie   Screening   and   Discussion   Questions   with   Janet   

Feb.   25th   -   check   in   meeting   -   invite   coming   from   Ann   Maquire   

March   10th   -   virtual   spring   conference   

March   18th   -   Training   at   10am   with   Susan   (check   in   if   OCECD   is   unable   to   provide   the   training)   


