
Early Intervention 

State Agency: 

Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 

 

Local Agency: 

The child must qualify for services through the  

local lead agency for early intervention services in 

the county where the parent lives. 

 

Ages: 

Early Intervention (EI) provides specialized services 

that help families meet the developmental needs  

of children from birth to three years of age. 

 

 

 

Focus: 

Early Intervention is grounded in the philosophy 

that young children learn best from familiar people 

in familiar places.  Supports and services are  

family-focused and are meant to assist family  

members and caregivers in enhancing the child’s 

learning and development through everyday  

learning opportunities. 

 

Governing Laws: 

Services are available to eligible children under  

federal Public Law 108-446, the Individuals with  

Disabilities Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) Part C. 

Ohio Early Intervention rules can be found in Ohio  

Administrative Code 3701-8. 
 

Referral: 

Parents and others across the state may make  

referrals by calling the Help Me Grow Central  

Coordination site (Cleveland Sight Center) at  

1-800-755-GROW (4769), or they may contact the  

local lead agency in the county that is responsible 

for early intervention services. 

State Agency: 

Ohio Department of Education 

 

Local Agency: 

The child must qualify for services through the  

public school district where the parent lives.  This 

is referred to as the parent’s district of residence. 

 

Ages: 

Preschool special education is available for children 

from three through five years of age who are  

experiencing challenges in their learning and  

development, and who require special education 

and related services. 

 

Focus: 

Preschool special education services are child-

centered and individualized to meet the child’s 

unique needs.  Services help to build a foundation 

for learning that will prepare the child for  

kindergarten. 

 

 

 

Governing Laws: 

Services are available to eligible children under  

federal Public Law 108-446, the Individuals with  

Disabilities Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) Part B. 

Ohio preschool special education rules can be found 

in Ohio Administrative Code 3301-51-11. 
 

Referral: 

Parents, school staff, or public agencies may refer  

children that they suspect of having a disability, and 

who may be in need of special education, to the 

parent’s school district of residence. 

Preschool Special Education 

Differences between Early  

Intervention (EI) and Preschool  

Special Education in Ohio 



Early Intervention Preschool Special Education 

Evaluation: 

All eligible infants and toddlers are offered a  

multidisciplinary assessment to determine their  

need for early intervention services. 

 

 

 

 

Eligibility: 

There are two ways in which a child is determined  

eligible for EI in Ohio: 

1. The child has a diagnosed condition that is  

       highly likely to result in a developmental delay  

       or disability, or 

2. The child has a documented developmental  

       delay. 

 

Document That Describes Services: 

An Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) is  

the document that identifies the family’s strengths,  

priorities and needs.  It is a comprehensive  

document that includes all of the services a child  

may need and their sources of funding. 

 

 

 

IFSP Team members: 

 Parent(s) 

 Early intervention service coordinator 

 EI specialist 

 Service providers 

 Evaluators 

 Others 

 

 

 

 

Where Services Take Place: 

In natural environments, such as the home, or in  

other settings where the family and the child spends 

time. 

Evaluation: 

If a child is suspected of having a disability, a  

multidisciplinary team of professionals conducts an 

evaluation that gathers information from multiple 

sources about the child’s functioning and  

development in all areas of suspected disability or  

delay. 

 

Eligibility: 

The child must meet the criteria as a child with a  

disability under one of the 13 Federal disability  

categories, or the category of developmental delay.  

The child’s disability must affect their performance  

and ability to participate in developmentally  

appropriate activities, and as a result, require special 

education and related services. 

 
Document That Describes Services: 

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is the 

document that  identifies the educational goals and 

objectives the child will work on over the next year.   

It also includes all of the special education and  

related services that a child will be provided.  All  

services identified in the IEP are paid for by the  

school district. 

 

IEP Team Members: 

 Parent(s) 

 Special education teacher 

 Regular education teacher 

 Related service providers 

 An individual who can explain evaluation  

       results 

 District representative who knows about the  

       availability of district resources 

 Others 

 

Where Services Take Place: 

In the child’s least restrictive environment (LRE),  

with an explanation of the extent (if any) to which  

the child will not be participating with other children 

who do not have disabilities. 

 

Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD) 

165 W. Center St., Suite 302, Marion, Ohio 43302 

740-382-5452       www.ocecd.org          ocecd@ocecd.org 
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