
Northwest Regional Parent Mentor Meeting 
December 1st, 2020 

Zoom Meeting 
 
Parent Mentors in Attendance: 
Wendy Smenner-Educational Service Center of Lake Erie West  
Jennifer Slechter-Allen County ESC  
Paula Frey-North Central ESC  
Sandy Hallett-North Central ESC  
Cathy Ruiz-Western Buckeye ESC  
Claire McCumber-Hancock ESC  
Karen Herold-Findlay City Schools 
Niki Herold-Northwest Ohio ESC 
Beth Guggenbiller-Mercer County ESC 
Jenny Myers-Wood County ESC 
 
Parent Mentors Absent: 
Sandy Mass-Putnam County ESC  
 
Guest Present:  
Sandy Brickner OCECD  
Kelly Buerger-OCECD  
Tracy Schurch-ODE 
Lyndsay Havey-OEC 
 
Paula Frey opened the meeting at 10:06 am.  A motion was made by Karen Herold  to accept 
the minutes from the October 6th, 2020 meeting and Jenn Slechter seconded.  
 
Agency Reports: 
Parent Mentor Council updates: Wendy Smenner reported council has not met. The next 
meeting is in January. 
 
OCECD Board:  Cathy Ruiz reported the last meeting was a combination of executive 
committee and governing board.  It was held on November 17th via Zoom. Cathay mentioned 
the great turnout now that meetings are virtual. As of 11/17, OCECD had not yet received word 
if the bid for the PM grant was approved.  Executive Director, Dr. Lisa Hickman reported that the 
PACER center subcontracted with OCECD in their last grant period to ensure we have strong 
transition work occurring in Ohio.  The project is called Project Launch.  OCECD was asked 
again to be a part of the PACER’s grant application as a subcontractor, which OCECD agreed 
to and the grant was approved.  The OCECD October/November quarterly newsletter included 
the PACER center information.  The OCECD annual report for 2019 was approved by the board 
and is posted on the OCECD website.  The report is used by legislators and school districts.  It 
includes a members listing, descriptions of trainings offered by OCECD,  programs, data 



collection, the Horn/Walter/Burley Awards, PLANEO (a support group for Latino parents of 
children with special needs),  financial reports and PTI  (parent training and information), It’s My 
Turn and much more.  As a side note, the PTI grant was awarded to OCECD for the next 5 
years!  Cathy recommended all PM’s read through the annual report to learn more about 
OCECD.  This report can be found on the OCECD homepage under the Finance Information tab 
on the left side of the screen.  The governing board is having an ongoing strategic planning 
discussion regarding defining roles of the OCECD board, policies, procedures and more.  The 
next OCEDCD board meeting is set for March 23, 2021. 
 
OCECD Report:  The Q/A for the mini grants is tomorrow December 2nd with Lyndsay Havey 
and Earl Focht. On December 14th, Tisha Eisenhuth is doing a Q/A on Animaker.  She is going 
to share how to make a video for your own PM program.  It is from 10:00-11:00 AM.  Parent 
Mentors are encouraged to watch a video and ask questions prior to the meeting.   These short 
videos can then be used to educate the families we serve.  The deadline for questions is 
December 8th.  On December 16th, Jo Mascorro will be presenting on Avenue to the 
Experience, part 3 from 9:00-12:00.  All communications sent to PM’s are on the Parent Mentor 
website under the communications tab.  Nikki Herold had talked about an app for data 
collection, Sandy talked to Lisa Hickman about it.  Lisa was excited about this idea and is going 
to talk to Nick Pirnstill.  Let Sandy know if you would be able to participate in a trial for the app. 
It should be announced by mid January who will have the  contract for the Parent Mentor 
program..The Department of Education and the Coalition do not want a time when the PM’s are 
not supported.  Lyndsay reported on the contract, the priority is to make sure the PM’s are 
supported.  Lyndsay invited us to reach out at any time.  The Parent Mentor Contract was out of 
renewals and this is why we are in this process. Covid has delayed the timeline for approval. 
Lyndsay is hopeful by mid-January the process will be complete. 
 
Kelly Buerger reported it has been very quiet in her office due to Covid.  In an attempt to keep 
trainings going, Kelly has set up webinar trainings with the Center for Autism in Bucyrus on the 
third Tuesday of each month from 3:30-5:30 pm.  The information is sent out to SST7 and SST1 
via email.  This month the topic is Understanding the Evaluation Process.  If anyone is 
interested in registering, the link is posted on the OCECD website calendar. These trainings will 
continue through May.  
 
Skills and Knowledge Committee: Karen Herold reported that the Building Positive 
Relationships webinar had 67 attendees and 16 responses to the survey.  The next webinar is 
January 21st, 2021 and is called Special Education and Eligibility and Evaluation Process.  The 
Animaker webinar is great.  Karen suggested to work with the Animaker tool a little before the 
webinar.  The timeline for the next webinar is moving right along.  The group met on Monday to 
finalize details.  Sandy added the Building Positive Relationships webinar was very good.  The 
Parent Mentors answered naturally and authentically.  The link for the Building Positive 
Relationships is on the public page of the Parent Mentor page.  The intent  for the next webinar 
is to have two opportunities to listen, one during the day and one at night for ease of access. 
 



Care and Support Committee: Jenny/Niki no new business. 
 
Old Business:  Nothing to report. 
 
New Business:  Paula said Jenny will be speaking about the Family Engagement Center at the 
February 2nd, 2021 meeting probably via Zoom.  
  
Sharing time:  Mini-grant sharing; Paula and Sandy Hallet met with their supervisor.  Their ideas 
are Parent Mentor information folders to pass out at preschool screenings, parent contacts, etc. 
They are planning to reach out to schools,specifically special education intervention specialists 
to get these out to the parents who may not have been reached yet.  Sandy Hallet said her 
support group sent out ‘break boxes” which include fidgets, self modulation, etc. Sandy and 
Paula are thinking about sending out smaller “break bags” including some of those items.  To 
focus on the literacy piece, they are thinking about passing out books for preschool screening. 
Lyndsay liked the idea of trying to reach more families who may not naturally seek out a Parent 
Mentor.  Tracy shared her perspective from the complaint department about parent complaints; 
parents are unwilling to reach out to Parent Mentors because they are employed by the district. 
Tracy thinks it is important to share the information about bridging the gap between district and 
home and be very clear about the role of a Parent Mentor.  Jenn Schlechter asked about 
professional development, specifically on how to support learning in a virtual environment. Her 
second question was early intervention is having challenges fully serving families; could the 
grant be used to provide hotspots for the  Early Intervention folks?  Lyndsay responded, if the 
Parent Mentor is offering the PD to staff members or parents, it should be fine. Lyndsay 
stressed to communicate with your district representative to get approval.  The grant won’t be 
awarded for food, or gift cards.  For the hotspot concept; Lyndsay thinks it will be okay, but she 
will ask.  Karen has had the International Dyslexia Association come in for a PD day, one 
portion for the teachers during the day and one for the parents in the evening.  Cathy Ruiz 
asked about offering a sensory path to install in two elementary schools.  Lyndsay thought this 
would be good.  Karen Herold had an idea for someone to come in and speak about convergent 
insufficiency. There are some groups that will come in and talk to parents, but it is hard to fund 
through schools. Tracy clarified who pays for the service by saying if the school says the 
student needs it, then the distinct is responsible for paying it.   Cathy Ruiz offered if anyone has 
an agency, school or group in Sandusky, Seneca or Ottawa County who may be interested in 
the virtual training, Human Trafficking 101, they can contact Amy LaGesse with the Lucas 
County Human Traffiking Coalition at:  amy.lagesse@utoledo.edu.  You can also contact Amy if 
you are interested in attending monthly virtual meetings in Lucas County.  The meetings are on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9:15am.  The Lima NWO Rescue and Restore Coalition 
meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11:30 am.  
 
Wendy had two fun games for us to play; the Naughty List and Name that Tune Holiday Edition. 
A great time was had by all! 
  
 

mailto:amy.lagesse@utoledo.edu


The next Northwest Regional  meeting will be through zoom and is scheduled for February 2nd, 
2021. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 am.  


