
NORTHWEST REGIONAL PARENT MENTOR MEETING
February 4, 2020

Findlay Family Center, Findlay, Ohio

Parent Mentors in Attendance:
Laurie Betscher- Hancock County ESC
Karen Herold- Findlay City Schools
Jenny Myers- Wood County ESC
Jennifer Vanlerberg- Wood County ESC
Niki Herold- Northwest Ohio ESC
Wendy Smenner- Educational Service Center of Lake Erie West
Beth Guggenbiller- Mercer County ESC
Jennifer Slechter- Allen County ESC
Paula Frey- North Central ESC

Parent Mentors absent:
Sandy Hallett- North Central ESC
Sandy Maas- Putnam County ESC
Cathy Ruiz- Western Buckeye ESC

Guests Present:
Sandy Brickner- OCECD
Kelly Buerger- OCECD
Lynsay Havey- ODE

Sandy Brickner led a DYAD conversation regarding the Parent Mentor session at OCALICON and the Expert Q 
and A panel held on 11/21/19.  Everyone liked being able to see the breakdown on the state wide statistics.  A 
big discussion was held regarding dyslexia and the lack of funding for school districts to gain more knowledge 
in helping students.  Niki talked about her dyslexia support group in Willams County and the huge turnout and 
interest in this topic.  She went on to say that the International Dyslexia Association lists all the programs 
available for helping children and Orton-Gillingham has a new on-line program.  The PM website has the 
literacy toolkit on its page and there is a webpage under ODE that has many links regarding the literacy toolkit.  
The next DYAD will be on the video series “Michael’s Journey” and that will take place at the regional meeting 
on April 7, 2020.

The minutes from the December 5, 2019 regional meeting were approved.  Karen made the motion and 
Jennifer Slechter seconded. 

Agency report:

Parent Mentor Council- Wendy Smenner advised that the Skills and Knowledge Committee is looking for more 
members.  Ashley Thoreen is developing a survey to send out to everyone asking what are the most common 
questions parent mentors get asked. She would like to develop short/animated “micro trainings” on video.  
The Care and Support Committee would like bios and individual pictures for the PM website.  Valerie 
Dombrokas reported at the meeting that “Basic Tip Tuesdays” have been archived and attendance has been 
great.  ODE personnel changes were also discussed.  Johannah Ward is the now the Director of OEC.  Monica 



Drvota is the Assistant Director.  There are 4 Parent Mentor grants being offered and 28 school districts have 
applied for them along with a waiting list.  The spring conference is being planned and all parent mentors are 
asked to bring a copy of the operating standards with them to the conference.  The afternoon will consist of a 
MOCK IEP and Lyndsay is in the process of developing the draft of this.  Lyndsay talked about site visits and 
how it is hoped to get them up and running again next year with the hopes of conducting 10 visits a year.  
Proposals are being accepted for presenters for OCALICON and one of the topics may be on prior written 
notices.  The next Parent Mentor Council meeting will be a zoom meeting on 5/5/20.

OCECD Board- Cathy was unable to attend the regional meeting today.  The next meeting is 3/24/20.

OCECD- Sandy reported that over 180 people have participated in the Basic Tip Tuesdays webinars either 
watching them live or accessing them on demand.  Certificates and handouts are given out either way.  The 
next one will be 3/17/20 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  Vicki Deel-Lezon will be presenting “Advocating for your 
child, How does that work?”  In the making is a webinar by Tabby Belhorn from the School of the Deaf.  She 
will present on hearing impairments.  Another training opportunity is being offered by OCECD with two 
different sessions on one day that can either be attended physically or virtually.  Perry Zirkel will be presenting 
at the Worthington Northwest Library on 2/26/20 from 10:30 – 2:30.  The first session is on Seclusions and 
Restraining Students with Disabilities and it will be from 10:30 – 12:00. The second session is on Functional 
Behavior Assessments and Behavioral Intervention plans and that will run from 1:00 – 2:30.  Both of these 
trainings require separate registration.  More information about this will be sent out very soon.   The spring 
conference is 3/12/20 at Xenos Community Center.  Registration starts at 9:00 and the Welcome Speaker is at 
9:30.  The morning keynote speaker is Tricia Samuel who works at Maumee City Schools.  Her presentation will 
be on behaviors including what they look like in the classroom and diagnosis.  Practical hands on approaches 
and accommodations will be provided.  NAMI may also be present to talk about what they offer for young 
adults.  Lunch will be 12-1 and food can be ordered into the training center.  After lunch there will be 
committee updates, Care and Support will offer some networking, and a Mock IEP will be held.  Jenny Myers 
reported that the Care and Support committee will be providing candy for all the participants for the 
conference.  

Lyndsay reported more on the IEP.  Dee Marks will be the Parent Mentor on the team and wrote the script for 
her part.  Several problems will be presented during the IEP and the presentation will pause as issues are 
discussed at tables.  Topics will cover behavior, removals and dealing with conflict.  A video will be made of 
the presentation.  A registration link will be coming soon and Lyndsay asked that parent mentors remind their 
district reps of the date and ask them to come.  

Skills and Knowledge committee:
Jenn Slechter advised that they have been busy with the spring conference and asks that everyone provide 
pictures for the Parent Mentor website if they haven’t already submitted one.  She talked about the mini 
trainings that Ashley Thoreen would like to put together.  The next meeting will be a zoom call on 2/12/30.

Care and Support Committee:
Jenny Myers reported that they had a zoom meeting on 2/3/20.  An exit survey has been developed and sent 
out to a couple of parent mentors who have left the position and one is being created for existing parent 
mentors.  Some of the questions on the survey include what keeps you in the position, what is going well and 
what is not.  They are in need of more members for this committee.  The next meeting will 3/9/20 and there 
will be one more meeting after the conference.

Old Business:  nothing noted.



Sharing time:

Wendy Smenner reported that she has 2 trainings scheduled for March.  On 3/2/20 from 6:00 – 8:00  “Taking 
the Sting out of Behavior” will be offered. On 3/23/20 from 6:00 – 8:00 there will be a training on Autism 
Awareness

Kelly Buerger will be presenting a training in Toledo on 3/14/20 from 3:00 – 5:00 on” Parents Rights in the 
Special Education Process”.  She will also be presenting a closed training in Mercer County on “The Journey to 
Adulthood”

Jenn Slechter has a disability conference on 3/28/20 from 8:30 – 12:00 in Lima and she handed out flyers.  
Multiple counties are being targeted.  

Laurie reported that Understanding ADHD will be offered in Findlay on 3/25/20 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Niki has a dyslexia group support meeting on 2/20/20.  A school psychologist will be presenting on brain 
differences and screening.  Niki is also participating in a “Smart but Scattered” webinar.

Beth advised that her county has a music therapy group on 2/13/20 in the evening.

Jennifer Vanlerberg and Jenny Myers handed out their newsletter.  They will have Chloe Rothchild presenting 
“Autism in my Perspective”.  They reminded everyone that the next SST1 Parent Advisory Council meeting will 
be held at Wood county ESC on 2/7/20 at 9:30.

Karen announced that they have 36 students participating in the Challenged Champion Program and explained 
the CHIP program for eye exams.  A new downs syndrome support group is starting in Findlay on 3/9/20 at 
6:30 p.m.  Location to be determined still.  For Autism Awareness in April, Findlay will be concentrating on 
interoception.  Tony Morman, a chiropractor from Ottawa will be coming in to discuss sensory issues.  The 
“Night to Shine” prom is scheduled for 2/7/20.  Karen also handed out a fidget to everyone that she found 
very helpful for her daughter.  

The next meeting will be April 7, 2020 at the Family Center.  Laurie and Paula are responsible for snacks.  
OCALI will be speaking at that meeting.  Election of officers will take place and Jenny Myers will bring 
information on the new Family Engagement website.  The meeting will start at 9:30 with a DYAD discussion of 
Michael’s Journey.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25.  Niki made the motion and Jenn Slechter seconded it. 


