
NORTHWEST REGIONAL PARENT MENTOR MEETING
April 29, 2020

10:00 a.m. Zoom meeting

Parent Mentors in Attendance:
Laurie Betscher- Hancock County ESC
Jenny Myers- Wood County ESC
Jennifer Vanlerberg- Wood County ESC
Niki Herold- Northwest Ohio ESC
Wendy Smenner- Educational Service Center of Lake Erie West
Beth Guggenbiller- Mercer County ESC
Jennifer Slechter- Allen County ESC
Paula Frey- North Central ESC
Sandy Hallett- North Central ESC
Cathy Ruiz- Western Buckeye ESC

Parent Mentors absent:
Sandy Maas- Putnam County ESC
Karen Herold- Findlay City Schools

Guests Present:
Sandy Brickner- OCECD
Kelly Buerger- OCECD

The minutes from the 2/4/20 regional meeting were approved. 

Agency reports:

Parent Mentor Council- Wendy Smenner advised that the next meeting will be via zoom on 5/5/20.

OCECD Board- Cathy Ruiz reported that the 3/24/20 board meeting was cancelled due to the corona virus. The 
next meeting is scheduled for 5/19/20 and it will probably be done through Zoom. 

OCECD- Sandy Brickner asked for feedback regarding the “Spring Fling” zoom meeting that was set up the all 
the parent mentors.  Everyone enjoyed the insight from other parent mentors and the collaboration and 
resources made available.  Another meeting may be set up.   The next OCECD webinar will be 5/21/20 at 10:00 
a.m.  Tricia Samuel was scheduled to present at the Parent Mentor Spring Conference and has agreed to 
present “Positive Mental Health Practices- One School’s Journey”.  Sandy also talked about the Mock IEP that 
was supposed to take place at the Parent Mentor Spring Conference.  A big part of this would have been 
breaking into groups and problem solving some of the issues presented in the IEP.   She will keep us posted on 
what will happen with this presentation.  A survey is going to be mailed out to all the parent mentors on what 
topics we might be interested in seeing presented in the future.  It will also ask how each mentor would like to 
receive information in the future.  Data Collection is due on 6/15/20 for the 3rd and 4th quarters.  A link to this 
will be emailed out on 5/14/20.  Kelly Buerger talked about the Family Engagement meeting that took place 



last week.  This initiated a big discussion of how various Northwest Ohio districts are handing the remote 
learning. 

Skills and Knowledge committee:
Jenn Slechter advised that Ashley Thoreen is working on short educational videos.  She is in the process of 
getting these assembled and getting ODE’s approval for both Parent Mentor and public consumption.  

Care and Support Committee:
Jenny Myers reported that there was nothing new. 

Old Business:  nothing noted.

Election of officers for 2020-2021 school year:
Chairman- Paula Frey
Co-chairman- Niki Herold
Secretary- Beth Guggenbiller
OCECD Board member- Cathy Ruiz
Skills and Knowledge- Karen Herold and Jenn Slechter
Parent Mentor Council- Wendy Smenner and Beth Guggenbiller
Care and Support- Jenny Myers. 

Tentative Dates for regional meetings:

8/25/20- Oler’s Restaurant, Findlay
10/6/20- Family Center, Findlay
12/2/20- Millstream Café, Findlay
2/2/20- Family Center, Findlay
4/6/20- Family Center, Findlay

Possible speakers for meetings are OCALI and also Jenny Myers on Family Engagement.  Snacks and 
refreshments will also be discussed in the fall. 

Sharing time:

Wendy shared the sad new that Paige Peneff, the Student Services Supervisor of Early Childhood at Lake Erie 
West ESC passed away earlier this month after a long battle with cancer.

Niki’s son’s Orton-Gillingham tutoring is now being paid for by the school.

Beth talked about how well her son was doing with remote learning and how he has communicated so much 
more with school staff.

Jenny Myers daughter celebrated autism awareness month by hanging puzzle pieces in one of their windows.  
Jenny will send out a link containing a puzzle piece and where to mail the puzzle piece if you are interested in 
participating. Her story was featured on a local news station.

Laurie announced her retirement as of 6/30/20 and the parent mentor job is currently posted on the Hancock 
County ESC website.  



The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.  Laure made the motion and Cathy seconded it.   


